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I.—Forer1en Porirics. 


Tan Sar Sudhanidhi, of the 18th April, says that English policy, 
which consists in annexing countries first 
English policy exposed in Barmah. Fy tored into in the peaceful guise of mer- 
hants and in tyrannising over the weak whilst crouching before the 
orn has been exposed in all its ugliness in Burmah. 
’ 9 The Bangabdst, of the 30th April, says that the rebellion 
in Afghanistan is gradually assuming a 
serious form. The English cannot keep 
themselves aloof, and if affairs take a more serious turn, it will become 
necessary for them to assist the Amir. roe 

9 “The Dacca Prahdsh, of the 1st May, referring to the fact that the 
guns captured by the English in Burmah are 
being sent to England as trophies of the 
war, asks—is it just to send to England the spoils of a war which has been 
fought with Indian money ? 

4, The Dainzk, of the lst May, says that the Proneer newspaper is 

greatly exercised in mind about the plans 
The Pioneer and the Catentta corey and intentions of the Calcutta correspondent 
ee of the Russian newspaper, the MNovoe Vremya. 
What the Pioneer fears most is that the Calcutta correspondent of the 
Russian paper may send to Russia accounts of what is written in Bengali 
newspapers about the nature of English rule in this country. But the fact 
is that England will suffer more injury if Russia is informed of the doings 
and writings of Anglo-Indians in this country than if she is told how 
Indians think of English rule. 
5. The same paper, of the 2nd May, referring to Mr. Gorst’s recent 
statement in Parliament that if the Amir of 
sp eneland and Russia in Afghanis- Afohanistan loses his throne England and 
| Russia will jointly set up another ruler in 
his place, says that there is little chance of Russia ever acting in concert 
with England. The fact is that England is looking for an opportunity to 
conciliate Russia. But if England is really afraid of Russia, why does she 
make such a parade of her military power now and then? 

6. The same paper, of the 3rd May, says that the flight of Maharajah 
Dhuleep Singh to Russia has alarmed the 
English people. In order to conceal their 
fear, the English are speaking of the Maharajah asa worthless person, 
not possessed of any influence whatever in the Punjab. But if Dhuleep 
Singh has really no influence among the Sikhs, and is also a man of no 
capacity, why did not Government allow him to return to the Punjab, and 
why does it watch his movements so closely ? 


The disturbances in Afghanistan. 


The trophies of the Burmese War. 


Maharajah Dhuleep Singh in Russia. 


II.—Homr ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) —Police. 


7. The Bharat Mitra, of the 21st April, says that police oppression will 


ey te viesisiieaabiiaiiiaies cease if it is only required to present reports, 


, the conduct of enquiries and investigations 
being entrusted to Deputy Magistrates and tehsildars. , 


8. The Gramodsi, of the 28th April, complains that swindlers have 
become more numerous in the Uluberia sub- 


division, and asks the local police to look to 
the matter. | 


sig, ders in the Uluberia sub-divi- 
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9, The Samaya, of the 29th April, thanks the Deputy Commi. 
| of Police, Calcutta, for his dismional “cy 
pate leat erat Inspector of Mr. BE. V. Fitzgerald, Inspector of Police, 
. The charges against him were many and 
serious. He is said to have ill-used a female witness. Police officers 
ought to be severely dealt with when they offend. 
10. The Sulabha Samachar and Kusadaha, of the 29th April, con. 
} plains of dacoities in and around the Village 
Pee 10g oad 2 Sa on of Pharidkati, near the Chandpara Station of 
the Bengal Central Railway. These dacoities 
have created quite a panic in the surrounding villages of Khantura, Goby. 

danga, &c. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


11. The Sonsodhint, of the 22nd April, asks Mr. Harding, Judge 
The case of Misrijan at Phatik- Of Chittagong, to enquire personally, through 
cherry in Chittagong. some able Munsif ufider him, into the 
facts of the cases which have arisen out of: the illegal detention of Misrijan, 
wife of Sahadulla, by certain peons of the Munsif’s Court, and her arrest 
under an order of Court and the interference of the local Police in the 
matter. It would appear from what has happened that both the Police 
and the Court had an eye on Misrijan, who is at the bottom of this quarrel 
between the Court and the Police. Purna Baboo, Munsif of Phatikcherry, 
is largely responsible for this quarrel between the Police and the officers 
of the Munsif’s Court. 
The officers of the Police and of the Munsif’s Court involved in the 


present case ought to be transferred, because their presence may defeat 
any enquiry which may be made to ascertain the facts of this case. 


12. The Pratikar, of the 29th April, has heard very grave charges 


_ The Deputy Magistrate of Nowgaon against Baboo Gouri Sankar Biswas, Deputy 
in Ragenenge: Magistrate of Nowgaon in Rajshahye. It 1s 
to be hoped that Government will institute an enquiry into the truth of these 
charges and punish the Baboo if they are found to be true. 

13. The Bangabdsé, of the 30th April, says that the Sessions Judge 
The Deputy Magistrate of Jamal. Of Mymensingh has acquitted the two shop- 
va keepers whom the Deputy Magistrate of 
Jamalpore had sentenced to undergo imprisonment, and has observed that 
the Police was responsible for all that had occurred. But the blame attaches 
not so much to the Police as to the Executive officers. It is stated that two 
other shopkeepers have recently been sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment 
for using short weights. The punishment is exceptionally severe, and 
shows that the Deputy Magistrate is still actuated by improper 
feelings. A responsible officer of Government should not give vent to 
spleen in this way. The two cases instituted against the Police have been 
dismissed, and the Deputy Magistrate has directed the complainant to give 
compensation to the Police. But the Judge says that the affray was owing 
to the Police. Sir Steuart Bayley is requested to look into the matter; for 
he will be to blame if ‘the highhanded proceedings of his subordinates 
pass unnoticed. 


14. The Sanjivani, of the 80th April, says that, in deciding the 


mi appeals in the Jamalpore cases, the Judge has 

ro ne ae remarked that the Police were responsible tor 

the affray. The Judge’s judgment ought to be published without delay. 

It will show how the mixing up of the Judicial and the Executive functiom 
in the same person often leads to miscarriage of justice. 
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(c)—Jarls. 


15. The Sanjivani, of the 30th April, approves of the action of the 
Steuart Bayley and non-official Bengal Government in admitting non-official 
vsitors of Jails visitors in the jails of this country. The 
work of inspection will now be more satisfactorily performed. This is a 
really good act of Sir Steuart Bayley’s, and it will not surely be his last good 
net, Sit Stevart has also seen the Presidency Jail, and himself questioned 
the prisoners about their condition and grievances. Bengal must thank 
ner good fortune for having obtained such a governor as Sir Steuart Bayley. 
“16. The Dainik, of the 1st May, says that prisoners are often made 
to live on half rations in the jails of Bengal. 
One uniform quantity of rice, the principal 
food of the prisoners, is fixed for all, and no increase of the ration is granted 
in any case. Now this is a great hardship to those who can eat more. The 
quality of the rice given to the prisoners is also execrable. It is rice of the 
coarsest kind and mixed with paddy husks, The contractors who supply pro- 
visions for the prisoners probably ransack the whole country for articles of the 
worst and cheapest kind. All this is done simply because Government is anxious 
to curtail jail expenditure. Already a decrease of five or seven rupees per head 
is observed in several jails. The decrease is greatest inthe Purneah Jail. The 
- explanation which has been given of this decrease, namely that it is due to 
the cheapness of food articles, is not satisfactory. Government wants to 
reduce expenditure in the jails, and does not care to know what the con- 
sequences of such reduction may be. Jail expenditure. must be reduced, 
and it matters not if the prisoners have to be starved for that purpose. 
In any other country than India Government would have been compelled 
to explain to its subjects its reasons for curtailing expenditure in a matter 
like this. The present Inspector-General of Jails, Dr. Lethbridge, however, 
deserves thanks for his sympathy with the prisoners. But he has not yet 
been able to do much in the matter of putting down oppresston in the jails. 
Prison discipline will not be satisfactory so long as Government persists 
in its present policy of curtailing jail expenditure. Itisa noteworthy 
point, however, that the Government policy of curtailment of jail expenditure 
has reference only to mative prisoners. In the case of European and 
Eurasian prisoners, the cost per head may be increased without limit. 
This, at any rate, is the case as regards the European section of the 
Presidency Jail. 


17. The same paper, of the 5th May, says that the decrease in the jail 
Matta ts ths tela a8 Shien mortality to the extent of 14 per thousand 
is no doubt a matter for rejoicing. Govern- 

ment would attribute this decrease to the gradual improvement of the 
jail administration. But considering that the death-rate in the jails from 
year to year shows no steady decline, but yreat unsteadiness, it becomes 
impossible to accept this explanation as satisfactory. If the death-rate had 
Bone on falling in some fixed or definite proportion, it would have been right 
to ascribe the fall in question to an improvement of the jail administration 
he death-rate will appear to be unsteady even if the ravages of cholera in 
the jails are kept out of the account. Nor is Dr. Lethbridge’s explanation. 
oe the fluctuation in the rate of mortality is due to epidemics satisfactory. 
it Rivers Thompson has, in his resolution on the subject, retharked that 
the low rate of mortality in the Central Jail, where prisoners are made to 
work harder than in the other jails, and where jail discipline is rigorously 
enforced, ought to silence those who say that jail mortality is due to excessive 
a and rigorous prison discipline. But in that very resolution Sir Rivers 
; puorredicted himself by saying that the mortality in the District Jails is 
mailer than in the Central Jail. Itis also seen that the death-rate is highest 


Jail expenditure in Bengal. 
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among new prisoners. The explanation is easy. During the first period of 
their imprisonment prisoners are, as a rule, subjected to very hard labour, 1, 
the Central Jail, where old prisoners are kept, the rate of mortality is lower 
simply because these old prisoners are more humanely treated by the jail 
officers who feel a sort of attachment for those who live long in the jails 
Another explanation giveu by the Government and its jail officers, namely, 
that new prisoners come with a physique more or less shattered by malaria 
and therefore die in great numbers soon after their admission into the jails 
is equally unsatisfactory. The explanation proceeds on the supposition that 
thieves and dacoits in this country are generally men of weak physique, 
which is not the case. But if the explanation be accepted as correct, it wil) 
be difficult to exonerate jail officers from the charge of cruelty. For is wil] 
then be clear that they show no mercy to prisoners whose health is not ina 
satisfactory condition. Upon the Government's explanation, it is clearly 
improper to subject prisoners to labour for six months after their admission 
into jail. The fact is that not one of the explanations given by Govern. 
ment to account for the decrease of jail mortality is good and satisfactory, 


(d)—Bducation. 


18. The Charuvdrtd, of the 25th April, says that the new municipality 

_ Of Netrokona has granted Rs. 10 for the enter- 

dg diana, etrokona Muni- tainment of a moulavi in the local school. It is 
not clear, however, that a moulavi is required 

for the middle English school. The pathsalas within the limits of the 
municipality are attended by the children of very poor people, and the 


Commissioners would do better to endeavour to improve the condition of 
those really useful institutions. 


19. The Burdwan Sanj vant, of the 26th April, says that this year 
The Lower Primary Examinationin the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Burdwan, 
Burdwan. did not, like his predecessors, make the neces- 
sary arrangements for the Lower Primary Examination in consultation with 
the Sub-Inspectors. The number of candidates who came to the town 
of Burdwan for examination being the largest, the practice hitherto has 
been for the Deputy Inspector to personally superintend the examination at 
that place. But the present Deputy Inspector, Babu Pearymohun Mukerjes 
set aside this practice by breaking the Burdwan majority by holding the 
examination at two different places—the Burdwan Municipal school and 
the Kanchannagur minor school rooms. He himself went to Amadpur. The 
examination at Kanchannagur was probably left to the charge of the head 
pundit of the Kanchannagur minor school as no responsible officer appears 
to have been deputed to superintend it. The arrangement in question 
reported to have been due to the Deputy Inspector’s mean motive of secut- 
ing @ travelling allowance. It appears from the result of the examination 
that the pathsalas whose pupils were examined at Kanchannagur passed 
out of 58—a far higher percentage than what other pathsalas have been 
able to score. In the face of this fact, who shall say that the examination 
at Kanchannagur was not unfairly conducted ? The result of this me 
management will be that many deserving gurus will have to go unrewarded. 


For tne best rewards will go to the gurus of the pathsalas examined at 
Kanchannagur. 


20. The Suhkachar, of the 27th April, cannot believe that the Calcatts 
ae init University andthe an- University has no right to encourage rhe 
oe study of the ancient Bengali classics. 
University may not be justified in spending money for the purpose. Bu 


that is a different thing altogether. The proposal made by Dr. Hunter * 
@ good one, and should not be abandoned. 
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91, The Gramvdsi, of the 28th April, hopes that the Educational 
authorities will grant.the aid applied for on 
The school is Gonespur- behalf of the middle vernacular school at 
Gonespur, in the district of Howrah. | 
99. The Navavibhdkar Sadhdrani, of the 2nd May, has a commu- 
nicated article, in which regret is expressed 
for the indifference of Government and the 
Educational Department to the cause. of the improvement of the Bengali 
language. Middle vernacular schools are now the highest schools in which 
Bengali is taught. Much Bengali is not taught in the normal schools. The 
-esult of this is that only books for school boys are written and published 
in Bengali. The state of the Bengali language and literature would now 
have been different from what it is if Bengali had been taught in the colleges 
of Bengal. For Bengali books of a high order of merit would then have been 
written and published. The system adopted for the lower vernacular 
scholarship examination is very objectionable. The system which requires 
boys of twelve and thirteen to study difficult subjects like physics and 
Hygiene has a disastrous effect upon their tender physique. As a means 
of improving the Bengali language, two examinations in Bengali, corre- 
sponding to the Entrance and First Arts Examinations of the Calcutta 
University, should be instituted, and the schools which will prepare 
candidates for those examinations should be affiliated to the Calcutta 
University. It will be found after some time that the Bengali language 
has made great and rapid progress ; and it will then be practicable and 
expedient to open Bengali classes for the B.A. and M.A. degree 
examinations, and finally to establish a Bengali University. 


Examinations in Bengali. 


(e)\—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


23. <A correspondent of py of the 22nd ge ~~, — 
, ies tei ahi members have not been properly selected for 
fhe Comilia Sudder Local Board. = the Sudder Local Board of Comilla, Baboo 
Sarat Chunder Das, Deputy Collector, who was entrusted with the making 
of the selections, has selected many of his friends and relations and left out 
many deserving persons. 
24. The Parva Bangabdst, of the 24th April, is dissatisfied with 
The District Board and the Munici- the way in which the members of the Noakhally 
pality of Noakhally, District Board have been selected. The 
number of resident members is small, The re-excavation of Bruce’s tank 
undertaken by the local municipality had to be postponed on account of the 
rains which have made further operations in that direction impossible. 
Thus a good deal of public money has been lost in consequence of the 
dilatoriness of the municipal officers. The tank diggings should have been 
— for the purpose of filling up hollows and low grounds within the 
a of the town; and no reason can be seen why this has not been done. 
@ roads within the limits of the municipality are in a miserable condition. 
8 the municipality sleeping over its duties ? 
20. The Chdru Vértd, of the 25th April, says that Jamalpore town 
ite, Jamalpore Seal Det i Sherpore are the two most important 
u gh. places within the Jamalpore sub-division. 
any respectable and educated people live there. But it is rumoured 
: at the residents of those places will not be allowed to return representa- 
8 to the Local Board, because there are municipalities in those places. 
ne ” “ in Sherpore many zemindars and talukdars who contribute largely 
arts ; oad Cess Fund ; and the newly-constituted Local Board will not be 
oy 0 do any good work if these men are not allowed to bave any hand 
8 working, Mr, Glazier, the Magistrate of Mymensingh, is requested 
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to do the right thing in this matter by appointing educated and respectable 
men to the Local Boards. 
26. he Sahachar, of the 27th April, believes that, during the Chai. 
Mr. Cotton as Chairman of the manship of Mr. Cotton, the policy of Loca 
Calcutta Municipality, Self-Government will be given due effect to 
The Chairmanship of the Calcutta Municipality is a very difficult office, and 
Mr. Cotton will be hardly entitled to praise until he has fairly acquitted 
himeelf of the duties belonging to if. 
27. The Samaya, of the 29th April, says that the influence exercises 
The District Engineershipof Hooghly by zemindars over the members of the Village 
and Local Self-Government in Bengal. Municipal Boards will, in the long run, tel} 
injuriously on the operation of the scheme of Local Self-Government ip 
Bengal. There is great likelihood of the zemindars buying up the votes of 
the members of Boards. The District Engineership of Hooghly has fallen 
vacant, and many applications have been made for the post. The local 
zemindar, Baboo Joykissen Mookerjee, is endeavouring to secure the post 
for his own man, who is not, however, the best amongst those who have 
applied ; and most of the members of the District Board of Hooghly have 
declared themselves in favour of Baboo Joykissen’s candidate, 
28. The Sanjtvant, o¢ the 30th April, complains that the charges 
The Calcutta Municipality and against the License Officer, Baboo Nava 
ir, Kimber. Gopal Mitra, have not been properly enquired — 
into, and the public does not yet know what offence he committed. The 
native quarter of the town is not properly watered even in the hot season, 
Who is responsible for these irregularities ? This state of things can only 
be put an end to by doing away with the apkawastism still existing among 
the Commissioners.. Mr. Kimber, the Municipal Engineer, has been given a 
reward of Rs, 10,000 for his laying another main pipe for the better supply 
of filtered water. Mr. Kimber may have done a good thing; but was not 
that good thing a thing which he was in duty bound to do? Whoever 
receives a reward for simply doing his duty? Again, it is possible that 
contractors might have done the same work at a smaller cost. It will thus 
appear that the reward given to Mr. Kimber is nothing more or less than 
a bribe. It should also be observed that the water-supply of the town re- 
mains as unsatisfactory as ever in spite of the pipe, for the laying of which 
the Municipal Engineer has got so large a reward. } 
29. The Somra correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 80th Apri, 
writes about the ravages of a tiger in that 
locality. The people have been greatly 
alarmed, and a large number of cattle have been killed. The surplus of the 
Chowkidari Fund ought to be applied to the cutting of jungle. The local 
Board and the District Board are requested to look to the matter. 
30. The Dacca Gazette, of the 2nd May, is astonished to hear that 
Mr. Cotton's pay as Chairman of the the Calcutta Municipal Commissioners have 
Caloutts Municipality. resolved to pay Mr. Cotton a salary of 
3,000 a month as their Acting Chairman. The permanent Chairmat, 
Sir Henry Harrison, got only Re. 3,000 a month. Why are the Comms 


sioners paying their Officiating Chairman more than they paid to their per 
manent Chairman ? | 


A tiger at Somra in Hooghly. 


81. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 2nd May, says that 
The use of corrugated-iron roofs the use of corrugated-iron roofs has been 


within municipal areas. recommended on the ground that such 


will diminish the chances of fires. People are accordingly thatohing bas 
with small tin plates, which fly off whenever the wind blows with some ae 
These flying tin plates are a source of danger to all persons. “ 
municipalities should therefore see that, wherever huts are required $0 ° 
thatched with tin, the tin plates used for the purpose are firmly fixed. 
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Navavibhdkar Sadhdrant, of the 2nd May, condemns the 
y "ead ity, Mr. Calcutta Municipality for fixing Rs. 3,500 
Cotton, and the Municipal Bginoer. instead of Rs. 3,000 as Mr. Cotton’s salary in 
consideration of the services rendered by him to that body. This is not the 
right way of rewarding noble services. The Municipality, it is said, is going 
to do another scandalous act. The Monicipal Engineer claimed a reward 
of Be. 84,000 for making cheap arrangements for a larger supply of filtered 
water in Calcutta. But, instead of giving .him that sum, the Municipal 
Commissioners propose to give him a reward of Ks. 10,000, and a reward of 
the same value to the family of his deceased assistant Mr. Fenwick. This, 
however, Will be liberality at the expense of other‘people. It is the duty 
of the Municipal Engineers to save their employers’ money, and they are 
not surely entitled to any reward for what they do in that way. 


33 The Som Prakdsh, of the 2nd May, complains of the imperfect 
Water-supply in the cMevta arrangements of the Calcutta Municipality for 
Municipality. the supply of water in the metropolis. The 
supply has become both irregular and , insufficient. Again, notwithstanding 
the watering of the streets thrice a day, the clouds of dust through whicn 
people have to walk are simply of a blinding and suffocating nature. Surely 
the Municipal authorities have acted most indiscreetly in filling up wells 
and tanks. It would have been much better if they had compelled the 
owners of tanks and wells to reclaim them and keep them clean. 


(7) Questions affecting the land. 


34. The Paridarshak, of the 28rd April, hopes that the Chief 

- Commissioner of Assam will introduce into 
portal ene ocdermmment revenue by that province the system of remitting Govern- 
ment revenue by postal money-orders. It is 
believed that there will be no difficulty in the way of the introduction of this 
system if only the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet reports favourably about 
i he Deputy Postmaster-General should be requested to make the 
money-order fee one anna for all sums below Rs. 5, and Government should 
also make a rule authorising the remittance of the revenues of many 


mehals in one money-order. Government will lose nothing by allowing 
remittances of this kind to be made. 


80. The same paper says that registration has largely increased under 
ee the new Land and Revenue Regulation of 
Revenue Regulation ef heat sad = Assam. The people of that province will 


therefore feel greatly benefited if arrange 


ments are made for making registrations in the principal bazars inst 
of at the post office. ii aiies ” 


86. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the lst May, says that there are men 


Calling themselves friends of the ryots who 
of Bea and the so-called patriots would like to see the zemindars B. a4 in 
2 | order that the ryot may profit by their ex- 

action as a class. Now, these pseudo patriots forget that if the zemindars 
are ruined, the management of their estates will be undertaken by 
overnment, and that ryots will fare far worse in estates managed by the 
: overnment than they do in estates managed by zemindars The effect of 
soreeting the rate of rent per bigha will be to make the ryot more indus- 
a and — than he is at present; and the false patriots who imagine 
: bed — - . the Bp: of - yt know not that by advocating 
reduction of rents as the best means of putti 
former, they really advocate the ruin of the latter. or 
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Som PRaxass, 87. The Som Prakdsh, of the: 2nd May, says ‘that the proposal’made 
May 2nd, 1867. at the last annual meeting of the British 
The British Indian Association and Indian Association to send an address to 
the Tenancy Act. the Queen on behalf of the zemindars asking 
for the abolition of the Tenancy Act in commemoration of the Jubilee ig not 

a good one. 


(g)— Railways and communications including canals and trrigation, 


PaRIDARSuAK, 08. The Akhalia bee 3 gee * oe ee of the 23rd 
April 28ed, 1887. | April, complains that the road between Akhal; 
abana cmauriommnas mee Sylhet has fallen out of repairs, a 
people feel great inconvenience in using it during the rainy season. The 
District Engineer is requested to look to the matter. 
Grampasl. 89. The Gramrdsi, of the 28th April, is sorry that the ryots are 
ee unwilling to pay a water-rate of 4 annas per 
msgs: _ bigha for using the water of the Kana nadi for 
the purpose of cultivating their fields. The authorities have stopped the 
outlets of the rivers leading to their fields. It is not known why they have 
done so. The law passed in 1886 about the use of canal water does not 
apply to the present case, because the Kana nadi is not an artificial canal, 
It is hoped that the authorities will do justice in this matter. 
——- 40. The Gybanda correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Praash, 
March 28th, 1887. of the 28th April, says that the narrow 
o- — Tulsighat to Nakai in village road between Tulsighat and Nakai 
— passes through Ghorabanda. This road 
remains under water during the rainy seasop. After two or three years, 
petitioning and solicitation the Deputy Magistrate of the sub-division has 
sanctioned only Rs. 60 and 13 pipes for the construction of a narrow road 
from Tulsighat to Ghorabanda. But if Rs. 100 and 20 or 25 pipes more 
iB} are now sanctioned, the road in question may be continued from 
it Ghorbanda to Nakai hat. It is hoped that the District Engineer will 
| remove the long-felt grievance of the poor. 
Banaasasl, 41. A correspondent of the Bangaddsi, of the 30th April, complains 
April 80th, 1887. | of the want of a pucca road in the village of 
De ro2d, in the village of Udey in TJdoy in Rungpore. The want is sorely felt 
— during the rainy season. The Collector of 
the district was applied to on the subject, but to no effect. 7 
tI SANJIVANT, 42. The Sanjivani, of the 30th April, complains of the oppression 
tT eae oO OR committed by the Railway Police on third 
class passengers. It is a matter of regret 
that the authorities take no notice of this although they are repeatedly 
asked to do so. 
Sansivant, 43. The same paper says that although the arrangement made on the 
ia Sea eens. railway lines for the supply of water to pas- 
a sengers is generally very satisfactory, § 
much inconvenience is felt in those railway stations where the persons 
a employed to supply water are made to cook for the station-master. : 
The station Baboos should be careful not to employ as cooks the 
Brahmin watermen, from whom alone thousands of thirsty Hindu p&® 
ni sengers will take water. | 


alias ttt 
ee ee ee ees = 
bin -_ —n 


(h)— General. 


oe 44. <A correspondent of the Sansodhint, of the 22nd April, asks the 
ee Bitskund. members of the Local Committee of Chit 
gong, Baboos Pranhari, Durgadas, Ke 
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‘1 charge of the shrines of Sitakund 
snd Mr. Manson, to compe’ twigce, to construct good roads for the use of 
Ma 20 and to see that the presents of money which are made by the 
sabe for the use of the temples are not misappropriated by the mohuntas 
and sanyasees. . 

r says that the settlement of excise shops im 

sods eanauctlaned Renereh has not yet been completed. The 

The settlement of excise shops in ]4th March was fixed for making the settle- 

Tipperah. ment ; but the attendance vol n day ete 

he Collector, suspecting collusion, postponed the. settlement 

C og pte 4 But the bid 8 the last day fixed for the settlement was 

odiiee than the last year’s bid. Government will therefore be a loser this 

‘eat The Collector, suspecting a collusion between the bidders and the 

siies officers, has threatened the latter with dismissal. The Collector's 
suspicions may not be unfounded. An enquiry ought to elicit the truth. 


4g, The same paper says that the Collector of Tipperah has done 
well in calling upon his serishtadar to give 
an explanation of his misbehavioor in the 
office in a fit of drunkenness. It is to be hoped that all officials will 
follow the example of the Collector in keeping an eye on their sub- 
ordinates. 


47. The Bhdratbdst, of the 23rd April, takes exception to the passing 


os Sadia Gaiiniie of a Parliamentary Statute to enable the Duke 
a e e 


of Connaught to be present at the celebration 
of the Jubilee in England without losing his lien on his appointment’ in 


India, There should not be one rule for princes and another rule for 
ordinary people. It would have been better if the Duke had not formed 


the intention of going to England, and thus rendered it unnecessary to 
pass an Act of this kind. 


48. Al Punch, of the 25th April, has a cartoon in which a 


Se A GATES OE 7 shopkeeper and his wife are found humbly 


pleading for exemption from the income-tax 
on the ground that their income is very small. The assessor’s peon is very 


angry with the shopkeeper and his wife because they have charged for the 
provisions which he has taken from them for the assessor’s use. The assessor 


is of the same view as the peon regarding the weakness of the shopkeeper’s 
case. 


A drunken serishtadar. 


49. The Rurdwan Sanjivani, of the 26th April, referring to the 


: sweuee 
Ths Busdeen-olestion: statements made in the Sanjévanét newspaper 


! in connection with the question of the 
Burdwan adoption, says that there is not the least doubt that the Raj 


family of Burdwan, which originally came from the Punjab, has 
all along been governed by Punjab customs. The members of the family 
have always married Kshatriya girls of the Pun 


' jab. Their religious 
ceremonies lave always been performed according to Punjab customs, and 
their priests have always been Brahmins from the North-West. All doubts 


on this point will be removed by making a reference to th icati 
sent to the Government by the young Maharani. That a ' sree 
Claimed a fourth part of his adoptive father’s property shews that the 
pleader who conducted the case and Baboo Banbihari were both i norant 
: the Punjab law. That circumstance does not at any rate a 


the 
unjab descent of Baboo Banbihari questionable. That th . 
pleader of Burdwan, Baboo Satya Kinkar, cre aavecnmenh 


. gave his opinion 
adoption was simply because the facte stated in the f y Seo be 


application were at that time brought to his Knowledge, o_— Mobareai . 
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50. The Sahachar, of the 27th April, is glad to find that Sir Char] 
) _ Turner, President of the Sub-Committee a 
ie Ou te the Pablic Service Commission, is for intro. 
as cnt ducing competitive examinations into 
Departments of the Public Service, and for admitting all classes of He 
Majesty’s subjects into that service irrespective of caste and colour, Bat 
Eurasians and Europeans are opposed to competitive examination. The 
would come in for favours which are at present shewn Only to candidates 
from England. Sir Charles, however, is not for any system of partiality 
Every independent member of the Commission and of the Sub-Committee 
is Of the same opinion as Sir Charles. It is to be hoped that Lord Dufferi, 
who is a farsighted politician, will do what is just and equitable. | 
51. The Brahmangaon correspondent of the Garid and Mahavidyd, of 
| the 27th April, complains of the carelessness 
-. 5 ea oy nero gua Office near of the Sub-Postmaster of Korhati. [i js 
alleged that a number of letters and packets 
are lost every year from the Post Office in question. Letters, &., are not 
also regularly delivered in the villages served by it, and even newspapers are 


delivered late. The peon mis-delivers urgent letters, whereby serious 
inconvenience is caused. 


52. The Urdu Guide, of the 28th April, says that the descendants of 

the Mogbul Emperors cannot now enjoy the 

Emperor ams of the Moghul benefit of even the paltry monthly allowances 

of Rs. 5 which are allowed to them. The 

money which is received on account of those allowances now goes to those 

from whom they have borrowed money on the security of their allowances, 

and they are consequently suffering great privations. It will be a disgrace to 
Government if it does not relieve their distress and educate them. 


53. The Gramcvdsi, of the 28th Aoril, is glad that the people of 

Andul, Mahiari, and other places in the 

arg utilis in the districts of Hooghly districts of Hooghly and Howrah have peti- 

tioned Government against the establishment 

of outstills in those districts. It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will 

establish peace in the country by giving a favourable reply to the prayers 

of the petitioners. The establishment of outstills has been repeatedly written 

against in this paper. Now that the evils attending the establishment of 

outstills have been abnormally developed, the people have become anxious to 
know what the decision of the Lieutenant-Governor in the matter will be. 


54. The same paper complains that the licensed stamp vendors in 
; the Uluberia sub-division exact illegal prices 
ae? Vendors in the Uluberia sub- for the stamps sold by them. The authorities 


should look to the matter. 


55. The same paper says that as the accounts of the post office 
temporarily established at the village of 
Gane Village post office of Syampur §yampur Gurzarpur show a surplus of about 
iid Rs. 15 or Rs. 20 per month, the post office 


should be made permanent. 


56. The Gybanda correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakash, 
of the 28th April, says that the want of 8 
A post office at Amlagachi in Rung- post office is greatly felt by the inhabitants 


oa of Amlagachi, a village in Rungpore. 


Divisional Postal Superintendent is requested to remove the grievance by 
establishing a post office in that village. 
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e Pratikér, of the 29th April, is sorry for'the transfer of Baboo 

- ' pate renee De. Bipin Behary Mookerjee, Deputy Magistrate, 
Babee iiutrete of the Kandi sub- from the Kandi sub-division. The Baboo 
cision. : js an able and popular officer, and it is no 
matter for wonder that the local public should be so sorry to lose his 


services. : "es | 
58. The Dhumketu, of the 29th April, infers from the reply giv®2 

by Sir Steuart Bayley to the address of the 

= alcutta deputation that <) will it A a 
‘nictration impartially. On the occasion of the unveiling o Sir Ashley 
Sat oabes gir Steuart acknowledged bis indebtedness to Sir Ashley. 
But no special importance need be attached to that statement. Consider- 
ing the state of the country, Sir Steuart has expressed his uowillingness 
to impose new taxes. This shows that he will not follow Sir Ashley 
Eden’s policy. Sir Steuart has expressed his regret that, unlike Sir Ashley 
Eden, he should not have money enough to spend on useful works. This 
reveals the goodness of His Honour’s intentions. May God grant him power 
to conduct the administration in the spirit which finds expression in his 


words ! 

59. The Salubha Samachar and Kushadaha, of the 29th April, says 
that Government will do well to abandon its 
proposal to sell the dak bungalow at Bongong 
on the bank of the river Ichamati; and as the want of good resting places 
is now keenly felt by native gentlemen travelling with their families, it has 
become necessary for Government to construct dak bungalows at places 
where they may be wanted and to lower the present scale of charges made for 
the use of d&k bungalows. 


60. The Samayz, of the 29th April, says that the income-tax is 


Dak bungalows. 


Fan Cane Ae. Considering that the consumption of salt 


has vastly increased, the proceeds of the salt-tax might be greatly increased 
by appointing a few salt inspectors and entrusting them with the powers 
which are now exercised by the officers of the Police. If this is’ done, 
there will exist no necessity for maintaining the income-tax. 


61. It appears to the same paper from the report of the Salaries 
oe ee Se ment had in view in appointing that Com- 
mission was simply to entrust civilians with more powers than they now 
possess, The powers which were formerly exercised by the. Board of 
Revenue are now proposed to be conferred upon the Commissioners of 
Divisions independent of the control of the Board. It is also proposed to 
enable these Commissioners to delegate their powers at any time tu the 
Collectors of districts. This means that Government is anxious to relieve 
Commissioners of a portion of their work. The powers proposed to be given 
to the Commissioners of Divisions, if exercised by unworthy hands, will 
produce mischievous results. Baboo Durgagati Banerjee opposed the 
Proposal of the Commission on this very ground. But Englishmen cannot 
be expected to listen to the counsels of a Bengali. 


62. The Bangabdst, of es _ April, % inet Sa Ram Chandra of 
ees — halbhoom was first charged with the murder 
Dhubal Deb of Dhalbhoons = Chye. of one of his sneakinas! The charge was 
not established ; but the Raja was imprisoned 

for one month for not having informed the Police of bis concubine’s death. 
N order to subject him to greater insult, anotber concubine of his was 
required to attend the court. Such things are only possible in a non-regula- 


Non province. After his release the Raja was treated most inconsideratel y: 


gradually becoming a source of hardstip. 
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His estate having fallen into debt, it was brought under the operation of 
the “ Fncumbered Estates Act,” and a monthly allowance of Rs. 300 was 
sanctioned for him and his family. But the Raja got not a pice of the 
allowance for four months. His own and his family’s sufferings became 
unbearable, and he therefore committed suicide by throwing himself from 
the top of his house. The event was reported to the Police, but the Police 
did not enter appearance for two days, and so his dead body lay rotting, 
The condition to which the family of the deceased Raja has been reduced is 
deplorable, and the charges of ill-treatment received by them. at the hands 
of the officers of Government are most serious. ; 
| 63. The same paper learns from the Amrita Bazar Patrika that 
Mr. Beames and the Amrite Bazar Mr. Beames has taken loans of large sums of 
Patrika. money from native gentlemen. On one 
occasion the late Raja Degamber Mitter induced a Jady to accommodate 
Mr. Beames, then Commissioner of Cuttack, with Rs. 30,000. The Amrita 
Bazar Patrika mentions the names of two other creditors. A Government 
officer, of the high position of Mr. Beames, ought not to borrow money in 
this way. Mr. Beames ought to contradict the charges brought against 
him, and Sir Steuart Bayley ought to compel him to establish his innocence, 
if innocent he really be. 
64. A correspondent of the same paper says that the want of a 
A post office at Maluti in the post office is greatly felt by the inhabitants 
Sonthal Pergunnahs. of Maluti, an important village in the 
Sonthal Pergunnahs. Letters, &c., are delivered only twice in a week. 
The authorities should kindly consider the application which the residents 
have made to them on the subject. | 
65. The Sanjtvani, of the 80th April, has learnt that the Com- 
The Commissioner of Dacca and Wissioner of Dacca has. called: upon the | 
the Jamalpore Municipality. Jamalpore Municipality to refund the money 
they had spent on the occasion of the Jubilee. The Mayistrate of Nuddea 
asked the Municipality of Ranaghat to do the same thing. But the 
Commissioners Of the Ranaghat Municipality refused to comply with the 
request of the Magistrate on the ground that what they had done was in 
accordance with the example set by other leading municipalities, and said 
that if the municipal law did not authorise the expenditure it required to 
be charged. The question therefore arises—why should the Jamalpore 
Municipality alone be required to do what other municipalities in the Dacca 
Division have not done? ‘The order of the Commissioner is probably 
traceable to machinations on the part of some person or other. It should 
also be ohserved that, though the Commissioner ef Dacca is trying to make 
the Municipal Commissioners of Jamalpore refund the money they had spent 
on the occasion of the Jubilee, he has taken no notice of the illegal 
exactions of the Deputy Magistrate of Jamalpore on the same occasion. 
It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will enquire into the matter. 
66. The same paper has learnt from the evidence given before the 
| Committee appointed to enquire into the sup- 
rte supply of rice to the Indian ply of store to the Navy, that the rice which 
3 : is supplied to the Indian Navy is brought by 
English merchants in India and sold to the contractors in England, and that 
it is then re-sold by the contractors to the officers of the English Navy, and 
in due course of time finds its way to India for the use of the. Indian 
Marine Service. Thus the rice which is first purchased at Rs. 6 a maund 
is re-purchased in England at three times that price! The officers of the 
India Office, who fatten upon India’s wealth, are responsible for this waste 
of money. For itis they that have permitted this inordinately. wasteful 
system to work so long for the purpose of filling the pockets of Englsn 
merchants with India’s money who shall say how long the interests of India 
will suffer in this way at the hands oi selfish Englishmen ? 


of 
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eview, the same paper says that if Sir Lepel’s 
proposals relating to the appointment of 
natives in — shee vege 9 be i ree 
’s Proclamation and many Parliamentary Statutes will have 
ogee ny A competitive examination is about the best means of 
: rtaining the qualifications of candidates for the Public Service. Sir 
pe 1 is for selecting men by nomination ; and Sir Lepel can have his way only 
b hing the Queen’s Proclamation at nought. The charge of disloyalty 
Sronght by Sir Lepel against Bengalis is utterly unfounded. Sir Lepel 
robably thinks that as Bengalis are cowards they will probably declare 
Hnemeelves in favour of Russia in the event of a Russian invasion. If so, 
shy not infuse the martial spirit into Bengalis by allowing them to use arms? 
It is rather Jate in the day to assert, as Sir Lepel has done, that the sons of 
ch men, even if not properly qualified, should be preferred for appoint- 
ment in the Public Service. All considerations of birth, affluence, and 
social position are immaterial seeing that all shortcomings in those points 
are often removed by education ; witness the late Kristodas Pal, a man who 
belonged to one of the lowest Hindu castes. . 
68, The same paper condemns Government for establishing outstills 
in this country. In the villages the outstills 
being situated on the sides of roads are easily 
availed of by all passers by, and are therefore a standing source of in- 
convenience to women and respectable gentlemen, who are often found 
compelled to leave main roads for long circuitous village walks in order to 
avoid coming into contact with drunkards. 

69. Referring to the serious charges brought against Mr. Beames in 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Dacca Gazette, 
of the 2nd May, observes that the Govern- 
ment ought to enquire into the truth of those statements. Mr. Beames, 
ifheis innocent, ought also to bring a charge of defamation against the 
editor of that newspaper. If he cannot establish his innocence, there 
will be no difficulty in understanding why be is so hostile to Bengalis. — 

70. The Dainik, of the 2nd May, has learnt that the Duke of 

iain iid iiiins’ Connaught contemplates establishing a mili- 


tary school in India. But it is doubtful 
whether Lord Dufferin will allow this to.be done. All that need be said 


inthis connection is that Government will do well to impart military 
education to the lower orders of the people in Bengal instead of imparting 
itto the Babu. r 
71, The same paper says that the sum of 12 lakhs annually spent in 
Wie cacti the Governor-General’s Simla exodus might be 
ie g of material use in other directions. It might be 
utilised, for instance, in maintaining Agricultural Colleges, in improving 
the Police and Judicial Departments, and in raising the status of the 
nlah: in short, in doing a lot of good things which have now to be _ post- 
poned for want of funds. 
Toe Som Prakdsh, of the 2nd May, says that Mr. Beames’ 
Mr. Beames and the vernacular Characterisation of the vernacular press as 


in ta disloyal and insolent argues his own narrow- 


13. The Navavibhdkar Sadhdrani, of the 2nd May, says that the 


67. Referring to Sir “— Griffin’s article in the dstatic Quarterly 


gir Lepel Griffin and natives in the 
oto ervice. 


Outstills in Bengal. 


The charges against Mr. Beames. 


: Sit Lepel Grifin ana Bengalis. reason why Bengalis are not now liked by 
servicabl Englishmen is not that they have become less 
Engi ¢ to Englishmen than they had before been, but that-they have found 


men out, understood 


them, and their own rights and learned to insist upon 


are awakening throughout India the sentiment of national unity 
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which their English culture bas produced in their minds. Another reason 
why Englishmen dislike Bengalis is that Bengalis are now agitatip 
Indian affairs in England. It would have been no matter for regret if 
this dislike of Bengalis had been confined to the common herd of Anglo. 
Indians. But it is greatly to be deplored that that dislike is share 
by Anglo-Indians of high position and varied experience. Sir Lepe| 
Griffin, for instance, has given expression to this feeling in his 
article in the Asiatic Quarterly Review. He says:—* Not a single 
Bengali Baboo from Assam to the Sunderbuns would fire a shot for the 
English if they were engaged in a ward /’outrance with Russia;” and 
Sir Lepel would, upon this view of the matter, exclude Bengalis from the 
Civil Service. But Sir Lepel and all who think as Sir Lepel thinks should 
be reminded of the little incident mentioned in the Ramayana, of squirrels 
having assisted Rama in constructing the bridge over which he and his 
monkey hosts marched over to Ceylon. It is a Pauranik -story, no doubt, 
But it bas nevertheless a moral, which is that the assistance of even the 
weakest of human beings may be of incalculable value in great undertakings 
or grave emergencies, Physical prowess and money together constitute the 
sinews of war; and Sir Lepel, in his anger against Bengalis, has 
apparently forgotten that even if Bengalis may not render military help to 
the English in the event of a Russian invasion, they may be of invaluable use 
to Englishmen with their money ; and Bengal, as everybody knows, possesses 
more money than any other Indian Province. Sir Lepel is very favourably 
disposed towards Sikh sirdars and Mahomedan maliks, But does he really 
wish that high offices should be given to men belonging to the warlike 
races of India? Are the descendants of those warlike Indians who shed 
their blood for the establishment of British dominion in India receiving 
high appointments in the service of the British Government ? It is the native 
soldier who bears the brunt of all the battles which England fights in this 
country. But who does not know that the native soldier cannot aspire to any 
thing better or higher than a havildarship ? No one claims high offices 
for Bengalis. What people claim is that high offices should be given to 
natives of India. But the fact is that neither Sir Lepel Griffin nor any other 
Englishman desires to see natives appointed to high posts. That Sir 
Lepel is now expressing good will towards the warlike races of India 
does not mean that he is really well disposed towards them. It simply 
means that he dislikes Bengalis. If the warlike races of India demand 
high offices, people may be sure that Sir Lepel will change front, charge 
them with disloyalty, and say that they cannot be trusted, 

74. Al Punch, of the 2nd May, has a cartoon representing a 
whole family reduced to so many skeleton 
forms for want of food. The mistress of 
the family is taking off her nose-ring in order to give it to her husband 
who has been threatened with a body-warrant in the event of his failure 
to pay the income-tax. 

75. The Dansk, of the 3rd May, thus criticises beri Dates: 

‘nana the Simlaexojus, 4 arSuments in favour of the proposal to remove 
ann i eee ae Capital of India to Simla :—The first 
argument is that Calcutta is at a great distance from the Eastern aod 
Western frontiers of the Indian Empire. This probably means that, 9 
disturbances are expected to occur on both the frontiers, a capital should 
be selected with reference to that consideration. Now Simla, though 
geographically nearer to one of the frontiers of India than Calcutta, is still 
unfit to be made tie Capital of the Empire, because, ‘as regards facility of 
communication, it is at a disadvantage compared with Calcutta. The second 
argument is that the climate of Calcutta is insalubrious. Now the chmate 
of Calcutta has greatly improved since the days of Lord Lawrence, and the 


Income-tax assessments. 
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statesmen who held the office. of G 
ord Lawrence made no mb overnor-General of ; 
The objection to Calcutta Mreorssrgs ite % score of the Pbecaa digas 
The Viceroy contends, in the third place at imate had better not be care “y 
Capital Pi a bs subject the Govern erg wey location of the 
ing influence OL ve lis. | ndia to th | 
subjects 18 unfit for ba ae But the man who fears to a hans aah, She 
n this view of the fives . Governor-General. But if soak he with his 
ses ubject, will Lord Duff ere be any forc 
saceumbing to the great influ ord Duiterin say cat oe ce 
officers and Counc! ence which the large b al 1 avoid 
upon him P ees reat: whom he must dwell ag Ae! Anglo-Indian 
76. The Samv jd Prab ise mM a will Exercise 
} abhdkar, of the 3rd May, prai 
The Puri temple case. — action in ey oo Sir agg 
ghole Hindu community, — 7: action of Sir Steuart’ “ger ek ager et 
hoped that the Com 15 + blag r will be entitled to their he ont the 
ra the wishes Py og rr of Cuttack will arrange matters Salah 18 
. ‘he same paper of th ng 
e 4th May, says ee 
: ’ th | 
Sit not Bayley and the vernacu- 4 pa vernacular fos 5 Sea gp 
by both Lord Ripon and 8i with the - | ee fully pov oe 
Pie: xXpresse 
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attitude ecg ty 5 gh sy ry > promote 2 .c8 ahalatineli oo 
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ought to a Age paneer and the Gazette as ae 68 them with 
- 8 Th "D native eee: ying the vernacular press ell he 
8. The Dainsk, of ith the 
Fh pl | gael advocacy = ben = bey T takes ‘exception to the ar 
State for Ind nova tng agg 3 Dufferin in favour of the Simle 
ope ndia. It has been said that if + despatch to ‘the Sccret imla 
_ residences of the Indian G if hill stations are not sele ce of 
po ill not accept the Governor-Ge overnment, first ‘class Engli gon as 
a yo! pay i was the reat of <6 —_ r! India. But eeee’ Tonk 
; @ad it is doubtful w Indian Gove or 
rene him. To throw pies alty have been abler men th ollowed Lord 
ox 1000 Dufferin has said <. the eyes of the tll a who 
re , rae But the Secretary be . — will be taken to r Pi —_ hood 
, reat econom ate should h sp e the hill 
eight or ten clerks j y can be effected by keepi ave no‘diffioulty in seei 
a3 the Vicero igh Calcutta. No real pe only four or five offices a 
used b ‘oy continues to apend ‘€1 economy will be ‘possible so’ and 
weak 4. e Viceroy in Aha hy 0 months in Simla. The ble so long 
7 en, and ridiculous e exodus to the:hills are. i © arguments 
9. The Urdu Guide, of the-4th May, , in fact, worthless, 
The Simla exodus. b 4th May ’ referring to the pl 
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IV.—Nattvz STArTeEs. 


BHARATBASI, 80. The Bhdratbdet, of the 23rd April, referring to Sir Salar Juno’, 


April Zed, 1887, resignation of his office in the Hyderabad Stat 
— observes that something different from the 
condition of His Excellency’s health is the real cause of his resignation. 


If ill-health bad been the real cause, Sir Salar Jung could have simply 
taken leave instead of at once resigning. TJhe real cause of the resigna- 
tion is not known, but there can be no doubt that something must have 

happened to make it inevitable. 
BHARATBASI 81. The same paper is glad to find that the Maharajah of Cooch 
Behar intends to establish a first class college 
— within his State. It is hoped, however, that 
the Maharaja will not swell the expenditure of the College by appointing a 
lot of European Professors. Only one good English Professor to teach 
English Literature will do. For the other subjects, a cheap and efficient 

native agency is recommended. 

Samara, 82. The Samaya, of the 29th April, says that in Cashmere 
en Mr. Plowden has become all in all, The Maya 
~~ Naju is a mere puppet in his hands. The 
Resident is freely charging upon the State even his own private expenses, 
and no protest has yet been made against this act of high-handedness, The 
political outlook of Cashmere is dark. It seems that the Government of India 
will shortly annex Cashmere for the purpose of strengthening the defences of 
the Empire. It is also rumoured in Cashmere that the Government of India 
will disband a portion of the Maharajah’s army, and compel him to pay 
the cost of an English army quartered in his kingdom. This last act will 


probably be the crowning act of Mr. Plowden’s autocratic scheme. 
Mr. Plowden ought to be removed from Cashmere. 


V.—ProsPects oF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


KuvaroRR Dik 83. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 28th April, says that heavy 


) ins 1 judicial 
April 28th, 1887. ‘Tho state of the crops in Rungpore, "2108 10 the month of Baisakh are prejudicia 


to agricultural operations in Rungpore. The 


excessive Baisakh rainfall this year has greatly damaged the aus and jute 
crops in that district. 


Ruxaror® Dik 84. The Gybanda correspondent of the same paper complains of : the 


ue prevalence of cholera of a virulent type at 
pore re Mt Amiagachi in Rung- Armlagachi, a village in Rungpore. Five ot 


six men are dying of that disease every day. 


Government is requested to save the lives of the people there by sending 
proper medical assistance. 
BaNGABaSI, 


isngs= ag 85. The Sivalay-Gobindpore correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of 
: | _ the 30th April, complains of the prevalence 
Deore at Sivalay-Gobindpore in of cholera in the neighbouring villages. 


| : Medical aid ie needed. In the neighbouring 
village of Midnapore 50 men have died of cholerain three weeks. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


BURDWAN SAWJIVARI. 86. Acorrespondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 26th April, 
see, re ~- ., disapproves of the orders passed by the 
marrage | eukmabai and child- Bombay High Court in the case of Rukma- 


, bai. ‘The orders are just neither according 
to the English nor according to the Hindu law. The decision of the High 


Court has given rise to an extensive agitation, both here and in Englaod, 
on the subject of child-marriage. Modern Indian society wants that child- 
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. should be abolished, and will Government decline to grant what 
neorn Indian society asks for ? 


97, The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 28th April, referring to the 
presentation of addresses to Sir Steuart 
Bayley on his accession to the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of Bengal, says that Sir Steuart has already given some proofs 
of a noble disposition. But there is no knowing that he will go on as he 
has beguo. High hopes were entertained about preceding Lieutenant- 
Governors when they ascended the Bengal musnud. But these hopes have 
been frustrated. It would therefore have been better if the presentation 
of addresses to Sir Steuart had been deferred till it was time to make clear 
and unerring anticipations regarding the character of his administration. 


88, The Sanjtoant, of the 30th April, expresses great regret that in 
the district of Noakhally the balance of the 
Jubilee Fund, amounting to Rs. 3,500, 
should have been made over to the local theatre. Such misuse of money 
would have been impossible if the local Sub-Registrar, Jogendro Baboo, and 
other Government officers, had not been interested in the theatre, and if 
Mr. Barua had not been indifferent to the matter. 


89, A correspondent of the same paper asks the managers of the 

: Lady Dufferiu Fund to provide every district 

f Rae y Dufferin Fund snd in Bengal with a number of midwives possess- 

| ing a tolerable knowledge of the art of 

accouchement. The noble object which Lady Dufferin has proposed to 

herself can only be fally accomplished by rescuing Bengali women all over 

the country from the hands of ignorant dhazs who increase the pains of 
parturition and occasion serious casualties in connection with childbirth. 


9). The Bangbasi, of the 30th April, says that, during the 20 

| years from 1868 to 1887, prices of all articles 

Lr eemns Poverty of the people of food have increased 60 per cent. The man 
: who 20 years back could maintain his family 

with Rs. 10, now requires Rs. 16 for that purpose. But eatiog is not 
everything, and he therefore requires more money to meet other necessary 
expenses. nglish education and English civilization have increased the 
wants of the people; but the people have not means enough to supply 
those wants. ‘They must perforce be discontented. English education, 
English civilization, and English trade have ruined the people of this country. 
There is now no happiness in the Bengali: home ; no peace in the Bengali 
mod; and it has become difficult for Bengalis to maintain an appearance 


of respectability in society. The country is losing its well known and 


on self-respect. Can anything remain where self-respect cannot 


addresses to Sir Steuart Bayley. 


The Jubilee money in Noakhally. 


Yl. The Navavibhdkar Sadhdrant, of the 2nd May, says that it would 
The Burdwan adoption, be well if the son of Baboo Banbehari Kapur, 


the Burdwan Raj famil a " a ; .'s tana 900 pear venation sf 
a a) family, co t ; 
as itis certain that the / uld be adopted by the young Maharani. But 


| doption of his son will give rise to litigation which 
oo to be prejudicial to: the best interests of the + sa Raj, 
eharl Baboo will prove himself a real friend of that family by declining 


‘0 give his son in adoption, and selecting another child for the purpose. 


32. The Ddéutk, of the 8rd May, referring to the Amrita Bdedr 
Mr. Beames, Patriké newspaper’s charges against Mr. 
furnish the Beames, says that Mr. Beames ought to 


ought to public with a justification of his conduct, and Sir Steuart Bayley 
cause an enquiry to he instituted into the matter. 
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93.. The Garib and Mahdvidyd, of the 4th May, says that the native 
: community would have fared ill if no race. 
a Steuart Bayley and rece- feeling had existed between them and the 


Anglo-Indian community. Sir Rivers Thomp. 
son has unwittingly done incalculable good to the people of this country by 
fomenting that feeling ; and Sie Steuart Bayley will do more harm than good 
if he tries to destroy or suppress it. It is greatly to be regretted 
that the editors of several leading native newspapers and. some of 
the principal members of the native community should desire the 
extinction of race-feeling and ask the new Lieutenant-Governor t 
exert himself in that behalf. Jt is certain, however, and delightful to 
contemplate that the fire of race-feeling, which was kindled some time ago 
cannot be easily extinguished. 


94. In reply to the “a 0 that natives of India 
iil ies will suffer serious loss if English capital, 
unaaa a the Anele-Indien loon English enterprise, and the Boglish shemeie 
_ are withdrawn from this country, the Dainik. 
of the 4th May, says that, if English merchants (not the English Govern. 
ment) leave the country, they will leave behind them nothing but a name 
covered with infamy. It is true that they will take away with them all 
the wealth which they have plundered in this country; but when they are 
gone, this favoured land will yield fresh riches to its inhabitants, As 
regards the English character, that is not a thing to boast of before the 
people of ¢hzs country. It may be held up as a model before savages and 
the barbarous peoples who dwel! in forests and mountains. 


Urtya PApeErs. 


95. A few Municipal Commissionerships being vacant in some of the 

a wards of the Balasore Municipality, the 

ee ee Samvdd Bahikd, of the 14th April, points 

out that steps should be taken to secure the services of competent men 

in those situations. It makes the following remarks in connection with 
this subject :— 

Of the present Commissioners, only three or four gentlemen are found 


to work. If the indolence of our people defeats the objects of the Local 
Self-Government Act, who will be to blame ?” 


96. The same paper is of opinion that, excepting the sudder stations 
of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri, competent 
men cannot be found anywhere in Orissa to 
fill the post of member of the Local Boards. Tne introduction of the 
Act into Orissa should therefore have been deferred to a future period. 


97. The Utkaldiptkd, of thel6th April, informs the public that the 


Municipality of Kendrapara has been pur . 
oe: chasing 50 rupees’ worth of water from last year 
from the Irrigation Department, and this water they are supplying to 
the tanks situated within that municipality. Asthe Gobri canal will be 


soon made dry for repairs, the Irrigatiun authorities should supply water this 
season without delay. 


Local Self-Government in Orissa. 


The Orissa Irrigation Department. 


98. The same paper writes an article on the Puri Temple case, in 
which it reproduces most of the arguments 


ee used by the Calcutta Sta/esman in connec 
tion with that case, and concludes by making the following remarks :— 


oa Government want henceforward to follow a just policy, let it at 
once withdraw the original case which is pending in the Civil Court.” 


The Temple case. 
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99, A correspondent of the same paper points out with great force that 
Oriya should be made the Court language in 
Uriye as » Court Manguage. the Ganjam and Joypur districts of the 
Madras Presidency. ies 
100. The Navasamvdd, of the 27th April, highly approves of some of 
the measures of the new Lieutenant-Governor 
Sir Steuart Bayley. of Bengal, such as the appointment of 
Mr. Edgar as Chief Secretary, the regular inspection of the Secretariat 
by His Honour, the appointment of Mr. Cotton as Chairman of the Calcutta 
Municipality, and His Honour’s stay in the plains. 
101. The sawe paper views with dismay the new travelling rules 
| according to which no mileage will be allowed 
Travelling allowances of educational fo» any day unless 20 miles or more shall 
_ have been travelled that day, and points out 
that the effect of these rules in regard to educational inspecting officers will 
be simply disastrous, for they will pay more attention to making miles than 
to the examination of schools. 

102. After giving a short historical account of the Uriyas asa 
warlike people in an article headed “ Uriga 
recruits for Military Service,” the Sanskdraka, 
of the 27th April, makes the following observations :— 


“Tt must be a matter of deep regret if our young educated Uriyas lose 
the martial instincts of their forefathers by initating the indolent and 
effeminate habits of modern Babudom. We would advise them to follow 
the example of Ramath Samant Roy, who, though occupying a very inferior 
and humble position in the Poona Cavalry, is treading in the footsteps of 
those who once made Orissa glorious and famous. Nothing is so sacred to 
us as our martial instincts, which require, under the existing circumstances, 
special measures of protection against the corroding evils of lazy Babuism. 
We would request the Military authorities to form a regiment of Uriya 
soldiers, officered in the Jower grades by half a dozen non-commissioned 
respectable young Uriyas.” 

103. Referring to the intention of Government to reduce the establish- 
ments of some of the Jails in Bengal, the 
: same paper remarks that the Jails of Orissa, 
which are managed on a low scale, should be left untouched. 


Uriyas as a military people. 


The Orissa Jails. 
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